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PAPER II: ENGLISIHT LANGUAGE & CURRENT AFFAIRS

This paper is divided into two parts — Part [ and Parr 1. Part 1 has two sections — A and B, Part 11
alse has two sections — A and B. Please read the instructions for each section carefully and answer
the questions that follow,

PART 1

Seation A’ is a Case Study, while Scetion ‘B' is a Topical Discussion. Please follow the
instructions under each section,

A, Case Study

Given below is an anticle called ‘Tlappiness and the Inner Self by Clive Hamilton. You are reguired
to read the aticle and wrile approprniate answers o the questions that follow. Question 5 iy
compulsory (10 Marks). Answer any three from the rest. Fach answer should be written in about 50
Lo B0 words, (1 x & = &40 Marks)

Happm eSS nm’t th{z Itmt*r ] elf

183 mhmqm:s of muri-.ﬂtmg aud E].lL L‘.-LI].LI.I[E J:JT
. we me hElng pc*raum]ed u:r thmk nf olir: ﬁﬂppmus; ina qum:. d;fferem way —as the |
: grﬂtlfmaunu ol our desires; We ¢in’ he happ'*. bv ma.mmsmg the numh:,r of ph}rmceﬂ and
crnotionl hlghs and llmltmg the Euwa L]measmgl}', we ﬂmlk WE CHR !' nd hdppmes*, by hug,un B
new clothes or a HEW Car, by ﬂ’ﬂﬂlﬂg a paﬂg {isis, or !:w l,ahnﬁ same c[mvithar 1111 our mood or b}f
;havmu bfﬂh:-f‘ SEX. et A T

_ Enunnau’e resoumea are dtvnmd lu persuadmg us rh;at g,mnl" cation uf our: EIE'-:lrE:'i IS Lh:.,
path to happmesq Thx, culture of marketmg, while {f{,&lgﬁﬂ{f to sell us pamcu}zr pmdum, dIECr
contains a deeper a.m:i rather insidions mwm;,t‘ — that money and what it buys is the key to the
rood life,

But the truth is that secking to gratify our desires can never be the path to happiness. If il
were, then we could all take happiness pills and float through life an a eloud of euphoria. So the
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rpruxnlﬁm of consumer sociely arc false. Although we are told that having more money and |
consuming, miore will make us happy. the truth is that ihis sort of society can reproduce itself
gach day enly by making Us feel dissatisfied with what we have. [thas (o make us feel deprived
and restless anil always vearning for more. Tn this way it creates new wants for the next thing —

'bmug madr: m ﬂael unlmpp}r

j hciuhllly thls'_m(, ":q nul pc-..ﬁhar 10 thase lmug in mud:,rn cunsumcr sociely, but appl ':eq
RIS evu ynne whe qtﬂkﬁ his or her ]mppmess on superficial notions of granﬁmtmn Al around 50
years: of nge; Leo. Tnlatu}r wias at the height uf his carecr. He wrole that, by any conventional
IHCASUTE, 11114 fame, Family:life alid suceess should have: m‘uh, him “cmnplataly happy.'. Yet.he.
conf w,d '[.hdll hn- life had becn:m tht and without mecanings 2l 1rclT.". btz w:cuté, ihat something

'amalumc 111 vm ww or mu‘rlhcr i

i) Tulwmy 1wk _rhe mm,l Jt‘:umtm wnh i|i1 ot :m iwma and tum-q unm one day, he realised
. l_l]nl whiat he was st Fing wis With' Ium all alan;, “l g;m: np the Em- afthe. conventional world,"

£ L‘H u.nd h-L'Le]?! 135

:-.

_[Iim’ﬂnly wity 1o 0 Lind true: lmppmew w 16 f' nd: .u!d lw; AL ﬂﬂf'dln*' Toour true 'ﬁeh e We cannil ]‘.n:..-
happy i we + do now know who we. :m: or if we are iryingito; croatera new self Lmnrdm!, Loy
Fashion, or 10 impress: uiherf, or hL CELSL ofsome ‘I::du,t aboul hnw to become happy that we have
read 1_:nolr. ; 3 ;

may not be easy; it cuuh] he a long and ardious tusk We cannot discover whu we are from our
CVsorbya 'anedk lneuew of-our ubxluam:&. ‘ﬂm cannot rtﬁmmr who we are by asknng otiu,
peupib thf:\;-, will deamhe aspaﬂq of our pem:mahlleﬁ and ouF, be.lIUi‘ accordmg_.tg what _the.:;.t
'hLe and mane : :

e

‘Wc cannui dlqcever whn::- ‘m- Efﬁ b} lmkmﬂ in the mmm' we LA!‘I crnly st the s.-.u;im:e

"

We_can ea:'l k 'ﬁW«whn_-_.w EIL onl} bw,maqtmg off ail extemat forms. ﬂnd gumn lnward&
W 0:i1 hit l:the mm,r qelf I we do ma}:& this’ ;m'.rney, ‘what are we. hka:ly o find?
‘Thz: lfi”" centul ‘Gennhn phﬂasnpher Arthur Schnpenhaucr f}h:.f::vcd that out consciousness is
at 1la h1 1ghtﬂ5 as w:a focu*: our; Hf‘renﬁcn on the f.‘LiLmﬁl wurld the wmld of things.

: enu,r mtentmn uuvardu our wm::musnaaa he::omua ctoudad nn{i our vision
'Z}mmmﬂ nhqcum If we ]:rn,qq on and follow ﬂn. path (o QUF INMEIMOST TeCe sses, darkness

i_',.*I-L.;]-’.,"E.ﬂU'J - . This renklet contains nine pages.

o plasma TV, a bisper house, a hEl‘[fT—th\-!nE Job. Insuch a a.maetj,f our happiness depends on us

hqd !}mkm wﬂhm me. ﬂ'ﬂ which my \ife had always reste d, and that | had uu!h:ng left o hold on
u:., and: th«.l mm u]ly 1y {ife had f-.mppcr! “An nmnﬂhif, Ea:uce mpuitcr[ rm: o get. ml of m}.'

he wumcf "rumﬂmzmy it to be no life, bint: i pnmt!y nn Im 4 .'C"-'htl:h il anperﬂumu 5 qlmpt}r keap:
s from: i‘wriprteh:.,m'ln'l gt b h’.ﬂlﬂd by Wﬂh.uu Jame:. m f Ju V{IHHH’T r:rf Rehpmm B rp.«*ncnw

ln wnlmqr to the supe-r[‘u,mi seli' t!mt we \u‘k m g:.mt" ;.r = wuh qIL raf 15 -:uperﬂunm 4

S But 1i we are tn lwc d{‘C{‘.IFdIIl“ o our tru:: \Ei‘.-ES we muat tnqt diSLLW“'I whu wn, ﬂ.'l'{‘.' Tlnﬁ'

";,_'mmrpret what we- m,fl t]m;uu;__rh our. :ﬂﬂdmom:d eyes; which can;
1ble rurﬂ uf uq that r::veﬂ]s aumethmb daep'-.
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envelopes us and all knowledge scems to cease. This is where we find the inncr centre, the true |
and unchanging self. On' this journey the superficial self 15 left far behind and we begin to
understand that at this “root point of existence” the individuality that we’prize 50 highly is
nowhere to be found and seems no more than a chimera. We redlise that. its deepest level, our
inner sell jninsus to all lhmﬂ's and'is commun 1o usall: &

1n contr 'm, to the frenetic siriv in'fI of the everj;dny world —the 1.~.':.ri’1ﬂ-¢}i‘ﬂﬁ'|' exterior selves .
with ]lh buu CEsES and tmlurf:s — we dlhmmr al this root point crf E’{l"ﬁtﬂn{_t‘ the: “profoundest:
peace”. ;

PU- wi leatn thm our true selves, 11 slowly nIdwm 0N US thut our: %uperf‘ual sells [:umult :
of lmppnmﬁ — satisfying our craving foramoney, beauty, suceess and so on— 1s no more than a
trick played on us, a deception in which W, u:-iluimmte And we come to see that ivis a mistake
fo devote ourselves 10 our own Imppmm lh.li W .m. not Imre 1o try to |WB il h..tppy lifie bt o
nu.‘ﬁml‘ngt‘ul ane. : : i I

Tlua nm;, be very diif"n.ull 1o .n,m.;u hecme m.': have @ strong mmrlunmt to our |
xuperﬁud] selves. A mvnnmgi‘ul ht’e ma}r Jppml mlpcmnhic Scary ﬂi‘ even :.ulﬁm.lulk,unl Butir |

of Lhu [1|.|:.. wlf :m uum Jmmm lhm senu. as. d p'l!{‘: mtm:tutﬂ fnr lhc mm.r ;uur;u:y

l'ur SO whn hive: fﬁund 1hi., :nm:r COLC, !l is fcmpting 1o stay. inits wari & II'I|!'JIECL\ like
mnumng 10 the wonb (o cscape from the world. r‘\flt:ral] whe wants togo back to the trials and
siresses of tve ryday Jltf'.-‘?l But e cannol St y there and must return to the mundane world. Yel
we return: wzlh a nu.-.l undcrqtnndmg. one in which we n mgtme that the pursuit of our own

'Imppzmab i in vam

Tlu\s sy secm, lxke a paradux. fur J Ilw inncr Jﬁllmt‘} 15 nﬂt m pummL ul' 1121[}[31110% what
s m purpose~ It 15 - hnd lmrpme; atself. Ha.wn-:- fmmd il “the task s a{expres.t, itin EA-'LI}L[A:,'
dife through a vn-:atmn or calling thal s¢ Cins ioht. It maf take a it}n“ time 1o diseover what that

I_ca]hqg Ay c_md it may not: b( mux:h ::oribulaimn m malsze whe,n you. ‘hav :Efuu:ul it that the

,Cuw Hai'.l____,' s

sl E.he Ceni)

-rrzaa.[e-. Sﬁum Dr*wr:rsm' mm’ .f..fif' Urnzrwnl yf ‘-‘Id.{mwm* D: Lf:m Hmm’&m is: execulive dtreuw af wa :
Australia Tnstiturela; l:'_.*m.i’wrm thirk tank, =
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Question 1

What are the two contesting beliefs about happiness described in the article? low would vou relate
these heliefs to the context of change in individiual and social perceptions about happiness in
Bhulunese society? [ 10 Marks)

Question 2

Do your think Leo Tolstoy's experience as described in the article is a typical one and relevant to
any society today? Explain, (10 Marks)

Cruestion 3

How does Clive Hamilton argue that the means to finding true happiness is by discovering the true
self? ITow does one do tha™ (10 Marka)

Craestion 4
What are your impressions about the article” Do you like w10 Marks)
Question 5

Given below in the box are 10 words selected from the article 'Happiness and the Inner Self’ by
Clive Hamilton that you have just read. For each of these words, pick a word from among those
Below Lhe box that is the closest to it in terms of meaning. (/0 Marks)

Insidious Invincible Arduous Frenetic Mundane |
Blissful Fleeting Paradoxical Vain Pale |
|
Logical Sinister Insuperable Empathetic Strenuous Frantic
Dexterous  IHumdrum  Amorous Idyllic Ephemeral Acceptable
Futile Iromic [eeble Upbeat

1. Topical Discussion

Section B consists of an excerpt from one of Iis Majesty the King's recenl speeches, You are
required to read the excerpt carefully, identty ar least 3 kev ideas and messages in it and write an
arpumentative essay in about 350-450 words. In the essay you will arpue how parents, teachers,
policy makers and the government can work together and support each other to prepare the younger
generation for the challenges reflected in the excerpt. (20 Marks)

b
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.. il there is one word that will stand out abuve all ather words when we describe our
country's amazing journey of modernization over the last few decades —itis Education,
Our institutions, our leaders of today — all of us, including me — are the proud products
of tht: Rhutanese education system ... Dur education system built and nurtured with your
hard work and dedication has served us well. But we must understand that the times have
changed here in Bhutan and all around us in the world. We cannot face new challenges
with the same tools. The private sector is adjusting itself to new challenges and
opportunities; the bureaucracy is finding its place in a new system of governance, the
entire country is adapting (o new roles in our young democracy. Thus, every person and
institution must evalve to meet the aspirations of our people and the changing needs of
our nation, Therefore it is the duty of parents, policy makers and the government to put
the right touls i their hands ...

PARTII

Section ‘A’ consists of four questions related to topical issues. You are required (o write short
answers 10 iy e in about 50 10 80 words. Section ‘B" consists of twenty multiple choice items
and you are required 1w complete all the items.

A. Short Answers to Topical Questions

This section consists of five questions each related to a topical issue. You are reguired (o answer
any twe questions. Your answer should be written in about 50 1o 80 words. (2x10=20 Marks)

Question 1

Being par! of an increasingly globalized world, it is indispensable for Bhutan to build a knowledge-
based society. Whal are your views? (10 Marks)

Question 2

In some countries, democracy has failed to such an extent that some critics have called it nol
‘democracy” but ‘democrazy’. How can Bhutan avoid the latter? (10 Murks)

Chuestion 3

Cultures change with economic times and circumstances and what may look like immutable social
values become highly malleable to economic circumstances and opportunities. What are your
views? {10 Marks)

Question 4

Bhutan is among the very few countries in the world where people contesting for a seat in the
£ b, pe
parfiament must have a university degree. What are your views? (10 Marks)

.C'STCE.-'EHH‘! This Loklet contains nine pages, i Page 5



B. General Knowledge: Multiple Chaoice Items

This section consists of 20 multiple-choice items. Each item has five optional responses (a,b.c.d,e).
Chonse the correct response by underlining iL You are requirad to write your responses on the
answer sheet provided. (202 1 = 20 Maris)

|.  Who among the following wrote the poem “The Hollow Men™?

d. Williar Shakespeare
b. Robert I'rost

¢ Rabindranath Tagore
d. T 5. Eliol

. Mone of the above

L]

2. Who among the following economists wrote the book “The End of Poverty: How We Can Make
it Happen in Our Lifetime™!

a. 1. K, Galbraith
s, Jeffrey Sachs
¢ Amanyn sen
. I M, Kewvnes
e Paul Krugman

3

3. Which amiele of the Constitution of the Kingdom of Bhutan deals with "The Judiciary'?

a. Amcle O

b, Article 15
oo Article 1A
d. Article 19
e Article 21

4, Who among the following scientists established the World Wide Web (W3) Consortium at the
Massachusetls Institute of Technology (US) in 15947

Stephen W, Hawking
Jack Kilby

Sir Tim Bemners-Lee
Steven Pinker

frand d

[/ = SN = S v N~

3., Who among the following wrote the famous Buddhist classic “The Bodhicaryavatara'?

a. Chandrakirti
b. Marpa
¢, SAntideva

CROE/Louy  This E.L'ul.-li.{:l L":Mll;d.r.l]}:.l.HhL" pages. Pape &



d. Maitriva
e ManmjuSn

. Whao among the following 1s not a member of the Gross National Happiness Commission?

a. Lyonpo Wanpdi Norhu

b, [Dasho Nado Rinchen

c. Dasho sonam Tshering

¢l Dashio Dr. Gade Tshering
e Dasho Dr. Pema Thinley

7. Whoe among the [ollowing wrote the famous book "The World is Flat: The Globalized World in

the Twenty=First century™?
a. Thomas L. Friedman
b. Fareed Zakana

¢, Tim Dyson

d. Friyot Capra

¢, Clive Hamilton

8. Which amony the following is not a key principle of the Position Classification System (PCS)?

a. Professionalizm

1 Meritocracy

¢. Innovation and Enterprise
d. Transparency

e, None of the above

Y. Which among the following countries 1s not a non-parmanent member of the [N Security
Comnet] for 20097
4o Austria

. Japan

e, Mexico
d. BRomania
e Turkey

10. ‘When did the United MNations officially come into existence?

a. 7 December 1946
b, 3l October 1946

c. 1 January 1942

d, 26 Junes 1945

e. 24 Octeber 1945

11. Acecording 1o “The Poverty Analysis Repont 2007, what percent of Bhutan's population was
poor?

a. 23.2% of population

b, 27.2 % of population
e ———————————
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c. 35.2 % of population
¢, 38,2 % of population
e, MNone of the above

12. Which of the following lansuazes is not an Official Language of the United Nalions?

a, Spanish
b. Enghsh
. French

d. Chimese

iz Sinhalese

13, Al which of the following universities was His Majesty the King conferred an honorary depgroc
of Doctor of Philosophy when His Majesty way o Crown Prince?

2. The University of New Brunswick (Canada)
b, The University of Canberra (Austrahia)

¢, The University of Cambridge (UK)

d. The University of Columbia (US)

.. None of the above

-~

I4, Who among the following is not a former Seerctary General of the United Nations?

a Dapg Hammarskj6ld

b, U Tham

¢ Ko Waldheim

d, D Al Abdussalam Treki
e. Trypve Lic

15, Which among the following does the non-governmental organization m Bhutan - RENEW -
stand for?

a. Revitalise, Encompass, Nourish and Enlist Women
b. Respect, Bducate, Nurture and Empower Women
¢. Reaffirm, Embolden, Nourish and Enrol Women
d, Reassure, Encourage, Notify and Women

e, MNone of the above

16. Which of the following is not a UN Millennium Development Goal (MDG)?

a. Fradicate extreme poverly and hunger

b. Achieve universal primary education

c. Bnsure environmental sustainability

d. Ensure maximum participation by young people and women in decision making
Processes.

¢. All of the above

.ERFEI."?.HFI@ " This boaklet rontains nine pages. i Mape d



7. By which of the following names was Choeje Mijur Tenpa carlicr known?

a. Creshe Pema Rinzin

b. Geshe Tshultrirn Pelzang

¢. Gaylong Rincpoche

d. Gelong Damchoe Thuendrup
e, MNone of the abowve

18, Which of the newspapers in Bhutan has a column called *Ap Tsara Column'?

a.  Bhutan Times

b, Bhutan Today

e, Kuensel

d.  Bhutan Observern
¢ Business Bhutan

19, Which of he following was the title of the three day conference on democracy held in Pare in
Chetober 20009

a, Conference on Deepening and Sustaining Democracy in Asia

b. Conference on Sustainable Democracy in South Asia

¢, Conference on Promoting Equily and Justice in Democracies in Asia

d. Comlerence on Combating Corruption and Promoting Good Democratic Practices in Asia
¢ None ol the above

20 Which of the [ollowing agencies initiated *Solution Exchange’, an informal forum that
connects people who have similar concerns and interests?

dr A team of researchers at the Centre for Bhutan Swudies
b A group of lecturers at the Roval University of Bhutan
¢ A proup of journalists in Bhutan

d.  The United Nations Country Team in Bhutan

e MNone ol the above
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