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Reading habit among the Bhutanese in general has always been a wanting practice. Active
reading habit among the population is not only desirable but also critical at a time when the
economy is knowledge and information based. Lack of reading habit and skills in the students
adversely affect their overall academic performance and acquisition of knowledge.

Realising the importance of reading culture, and to promote it, among all sections of
Bhutanese society, the National Reading Programme is envisioned to be launched.

During the State of Nation Report to Parliament on 19" June, 2014, the Honourable Prime
Minister highlighted various educational initiatives to be pursued one of which is
“...developing a national reading strategy so that we can inculcate a healthy reading habit. I
am pleased to declare 2015 as the National Reading Year to celebrate the 60" Birth
Anniversary of His Majesty the Forth Druk Gyalpo”. Subsequently, Hon’ble Prime Minister
Tshering Tobgay instructed the Royal Education Council, to frame a National Reading
Programme.
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