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Following the civil servants’ pay rise, private schools are once again facing the challenges of losing
experienced teachers. According to the school authorities, teachers are considering joining as contract
teachers in government schools or going abroad. This they say, could directly impact the quality of
education in the private school. Karma Academy in Paro was quick to adjust the salary packages for
approximately 50 of its staff who received a salary raise base on their previous salary. The Principal of
Karma Academy, explained that academy granted a raise of Nu, 17,500 to newly recruited and young
teachers whose previous salary was below Nu, 30,000.

Private school rely solely on student enrolment and associated fees. Schools are not permitted to raise
the fee as per their convenience. As private schools are compelled to review their employee salaries
despite the financial limitation, experts say that this would place a direct burden on parents, particularly
those working in the private sector. The financial health of private schools has been weakened by the
decline in student enrollment over the years due to the removal of the cut-off point by the current

government.
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