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Tackling Chorten and Lhakhang vandalism cases

The number of chortens and lhakhangs being vandalized in the country has reached an alarming level,
with a total of 319 incidents recorded since 2018. As of July 31, 2023m there have been 32 chorten
vandalism offences and four lhakhang vandalism offences recorded. Division IX of Police Wing,
Tashigang dealt with the highest number of cases at 47.

In response to the escalating situation, the Department of Culture has been organizing caretaker
workshops across the country to raise awareness on the management of cultural heritages. These
workshops aim to remind caretakers of their shared responsibilities towards preserving Bhutan’s
cultural heritages.

The department of also collaborating closely with the Royal Bhutan Police to enhance the security of
chortens and lhakhangs through the use of Artificial Intelligence (Al).

Additionally, they are working closely with the Zhung Dratshang and local communities to protect
lhakhangs. Recently, a workshop was jointly organized by the department of Culture, Dzongkhag
Administration, and the Zhung Dratshang, which involved Tensum Lopens from across the country.

The Department said that despite these efforts, chortens located in remote areas are particularly

vulnerable to vandalism. The department has been actively raising awareness among communities
about the need to be vigilant.
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