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Free Education

The government provides free education to all children from pre-primary to class 10. Besides tuition,
even stationery, textbooks, sports items, boarding facilities and meals are provided free based on
needs. To ensure access to school within one hour walking distance, the government has established
community primary schools in remote areas with the help of communities using locally available
materials. Government support is provided in terms of building materials not available locally. Where
it is not feasible to build community primary schools due to lack of a critical mass of students, the
government has introduced extended classrooms, which are a branch of a school located closer to
communities. Given the mountainous terrain and dispersed settlements, providing schools within
walking distance is not always possible. Therefore, provision of free hostel facilities and school
feeding programs continues to be a key incentive to encourage enrollment and retention, especially of
girls in remote and difficult locations.

Non-Formal Education (NFE)

The Non-Formal Education program was introduced in the early 1990s with the objective of
eradication of illiteracy. Currently, there are 13,160 learners taught by 756 instructors in 688 NFE
centers. This program has had a positive impact, especially on rural women, who constitute two-third
of the beneficiaries, in enabling them to read, write and participate effectively in development
activities and the democratization process. The national literacy rate is currently assessed at 59.5% and
the target is to achieve 70% by the end of the 10" FYP.
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