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There once lived an old couple who had no children. They had always wanted a son, but when
time wore on without issue they lamented that there would be no one to light their funeral pyres.
Sad and desolate as they were, they worked hard in the fields to meet their needs. One season, it so
happened that no other vegetables grew except pumpkin. All the rest had died or decayed.

““We have to make use of whatever god has given us,”” thought the old couple. So they did not
complain, but thankfully harvested pumpkins. There were seventy-five pumpkins of various sizes
and shapes. They kept them in their storeroom and cooked one every day for their meals. They cut
some into thin pieces, dried in the sun, and stored for the cold winter months when there would not
be any other vegetables.

As time went by, almost all the pumpkins were consumed. The last one came out to be unusually
large — the one which they had decided to keep for the last meal. The women came and took it to
the kitchen and was about to split it when the pumpkin said, ‘‘please, mother, don’t kill me. I am
your son.’’
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